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their eyes. There is no sign yet of real horse-
trading except a leak here and there. For in-
stance, the White House might be willing to
modify its opposition to a cut in the capital
gains tax. The Republicans seem willing to
scale back their $240 billion tax cut. But the
House freshmen and their allies insist that
they simply do not trust Mr. Clinton to bring
the process to a conclusion until they get a
clearer signal of where he would be willing to
make concessions, particularly on Medicare,
Medicaid and welfare.

The freshmen militants, Mr. Gingrich and
even the Democratic leadership have the lux-
ury of being dealt into a game whose out-
come means less to them than to Mr. Clinton
and Mr. Dole. With their eyes on the Presi-
dential race, each man is trying to calculate
whether he has more to gain from accommo-
dation or recalcitrance. Mr. Dole has prom-
ised to bring adult leadership to the White
House, but he does not look very adult if he
cannot stand up to his party’s kiddie-corps
zealots. Mr. Clinton needs to emerge as a
President who can stay resolute in the face
of opposition; but at a certain point the
Chief Executive of a Government that can-
not open for business will begin to look
weak.

Mr. Dole is right when he observes that
Americans are growing impatient with the
budget impasse. Right now, Mr. Clinton may
have more to gain by holding out on the
budget while insisting he wants to reopen
the Government. But there is clearly a deal
within reach, and the public will remember
who walks out of the wreckage with it.

f

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the time for morn-
ing business be extended until the hour
of 12:30, and Senators be allowed to
have 10 minutes to speak.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, the ma-
jority leader has indicated to the Sen-
ator from Virginia that that is quite
agreeable.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

THE SHUTDOWN
Mr. FORD. Mr. President, all my life

I have heard the saying, ‘‘Can’t see the
forest for the trees.’’ I think those
words can be appropriately applied to
the situation we now find ourselves in.
For too many Federal workers, for too
many thousands of honest, hard-work-
ing Americans trying to make a decent
living, this budget impasse and shut-
down has demonstrated to them that
some of their elected representatives
cannot see the forest for the trees.

While some are wrapped up in trying
to score political points, to gain politi-
cal favor in certain circles, they are
missing the point of what is really
going on outside the beltway. How dis-
appointing it is to pick up the morn-
ing’s Washington Post with the head-
lines, ‘‘Employees Find They Are an
Afterthought.’’ How sad it is to know
that people who need food, who need
medicine and basic care will be de-
prived of services. How sad it is, Mr.
President, to hear some demagog the
situation by saying that nobody is
missing those Government workers and
we need to get rid of more of them.

My office, as others have stated here
this morning, is being overrun with
calls and letters about how this shut-
down is affecting families in Kentucky,
far outside the beltway, far away from
the political arena. A mother in Lex-
ington, KY, wrote me, ‘‘Most of us live
from paycheck to paycheck. We cannot
survive without being paid. I am a sin-
gle parent struggling to pay rent, a car
payment, and keep food in the house,
so I haven’t been able to save part of
my salary. If I’m not paid on January
16, I will be evicted.’’ This is a woman
that was on welfare, that was able to
get a job and get off of welfare, and
now the Government is forcing her
back into welfare. She asks in her let-
ter, ‘‘Isn’t this the United States of
America? Isn’t our Government sup-
posed to be by the people and for the
people?’’ ‘‘Federal employees,’’ she
says, ‘‘are also people.’’

She is speaking from her heart about
real people, about the thousands who
cannot get mortgage insurance, thou-
sands who are losing home loans, thou-
sands working in service industries,
the rippling effect, facing the daily
threat of being laid off. Homeowners in
eastern Kentucky threatened with
landslides because the Office of Surface
Mining is operating on reduced staff
and reduced funding. Real people, Mr.
President.

Another person wrote, ‘‘I’m excepted
from furlough which means I’m work-
ing now with no pay. The check I re-
ceived yesterday was one-quarter of my
salary. My mortgage is due. This one-
quarter does not cover the mortgage.
What is worse is that I have two small
children. I must continue to pay my
baby sitter to keep them after school
while I go to work for no pay.’’

I received a call from a grandmother.
I do not know how many in here have
ever been involved in trying to help a
couple adopt a child. When I was Gov-
ernor of Kentucky we worked with
agencies. It is an emotional period. It
is a real decision to adopt a child. So I
got a call from this grandmother. She
was worried about her granddaughter.
The adoption of a baby has been halted
because the agencies do not have
enough money to process the necessary
paperwork. That is hurt, Mr. President.
That is not inconvenience, that is hurt.
You have hurt that family that made
up their mind to adopt a child. That is
hurt, capital H-u-r-t. She is looking to
her representatives for help and an-
swers. What do we do to help her? How
do you tell someone that is out there
working hard, paying their taxes, that
because of circumstances completely
out of their control they cannot go for-
ward with adopting a child?

Mr. President, the hardest thing I
have had to do in my 21 years in the
U.S. Senate is to say to men and
women in the military to go defend our
country on some foreign shore, to lay
their lives on the line. One thing I have
told them, and one thing that helps,
that whatever I can do to support them
when they come back, or their loved

ones if they do not come back, I will
do.

Looking now at the VA, ‘‘VA Runs on
Promises.’’ ‘‘Nursing home workers
tend patients without pay. They are
stripping the sheets off, the laundry,
trying to take care of our veterans, for
no pay.’’

So we say to our veterans, the only
reason you are being taken care of is
because they are willing to come as
long as they can. These people cannot
get another job. They are prohibited
from getting another job to have some
income, maybe, to offset the loss of
their paycheck.

Let me also tell you about ‘‘Helen’s
Hotline’’ from the VA hospital in Lex-
ington. What are they doing? Food—
God’s Pantry, in Lexington, distributes
food to the homeless and those who
need food. They will provide up to 3
weeks of food to those people. They are
even giving them transportation to
God’s Pantry in order to pick up some
food. Food and social and spiritual sup-
port are being offered by the VA hos-
pital there in Lexington, stress relief,
and the canteen service will accept—
think about this, now—accept
postdated checks from the cafeteria or
retail store through January 17.

Creditors’ letters have been sent
from the Director of the VA to the util-
ities, the mortgage companies, the
lenders, the bankers, asking for leni-
ency because they do not have their
check.

I think the lowest blow of all is they
have set up a food bank at the VA hos-
pital for their employees, and they are
being asked to bring food, those who
can afford it, to bring nonperishable
food to the VA hospital to help their
employees. They have asked the citi-
zens of Lexington to help with the food
bank and financial contributions, mon-
etary donations. They are trying to
van pool and help the employees be-
cause they have lost their cars because
they could not make the payments.
These people do not wait on payments:
‘‘Oh, go ahead, that’s all right, you
don’t have to pay me until you get
paid.’’ That does not work.

‘‘Things to do.’’ The utilities compa-
nies? Ask them to be lenient. Mortgage
company? Ask them to be lenient. How
lenient will these people be?

‘‘What is this,’’ one asked me. ‘‘Is
this really America? Is this what
America is all about? Is this how the
world’s greatest superpower functions?″

These people want a resolution to the
crisis. They want to reopen Govern-
ment just like the distinguished major-
ity leader, Senate Republicans, and
Senate Democrats want. As one said, it
is time to stop the nonsense going on
here in Washington. They agree with
our majority leader when he says,
‘‘Enough is enough.’’

Let us reopen Government. Let us
stop this insanity and get on with the
shaping of a fair and equitable budget
agreement.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD the
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